
                                                                            PRESS RELEASE 

                                                                       Bringing Knowledge to Life. 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Janet Felts 
Communications Manager 

1.256.704.7116 
janet.felts@sirsidynix.com 

 
 
 

San Diego Public Library Will Provide SchoolRooms™ Learning Portal  
to San Diego Citizens 

 
Residents of United States’ eighth largest city will have the opportunity 

 to explore, discover and learn 
 
Provo, Utah, August 1, 2007 – SirsiDynix, the global leader in strategic technology solutions for libraries, 

announced today that San Diego Public Library, with funding provided by the California State Library, has 

purchased the SchoolRooms™ Web-based learning portal. The library will make this resource available to all 

residents of San Diego, the eighth largest U.S. city. SchoolRooms users, including students, parents and 

teachers, will have access to thousands of online educational resources organized around school curriculum. 

Plans are to implement SchoolRooms in time for the 2007-08 school year.  

The San Diego Public Library will work closely with the Unified School District of San Diego to promote the 

usage of SchoolRooms in the school systems. This program is an outreach initiative to the K-12 community, 

facilitating communication among parents, schools and librarians. 

SchoolRooms is a state-of-the-art Web site designed to help students explore, discover and learn, and it also 

features resources for parents and teachers. SchoolRooms integrates thousands of pages of multimedia 

content, Web links, other resources and powerful search capabilities – all organized around the K-12 

curriculum. In subject-oriented “virtual rooms” of hand-selected content, SchoolRooms visitors find the 

relevant resources and knowledge that meet their needs, whether for writing a research paper, understanding 

new concepts or delving deeper into an area of special interest. The SchoolRooms parent guide is a tool 

parents can use to help their children learn outside the classroom. 

"We are pleased to offer SchoolRooms to students as an additional resource to help them achieve success 

with their homework," said Anna Tatár, director of the San Diego Public Library. "It is a great complement to 

our online ‘Live Homework Help.’ We are working closely with the San Diego Unified School District to make 

more students, parents and teachers aware of these valuable resources." 

Susan Hildreth, the state librarian of California, said: “I look forward to seeing the exciting collaboration 

between school and public libraries that SchoolRooms can foster. Resources abound for our students – we 

just want to make sure they know where and how to find them! "   

Gary Rautenstrauch, chief executive officer for SirsiDynix, said: “SchoolRooms helps students make sense of 

the overwhelming number of resources available to them by presenting relevant, high-quality information in 

 



context so they can find the right information when they need it. It provides a way for students to explore 

virtually any curriculum-based topic online with an interface they are accustomed to using on the Web, and in 

a safe environment: any time and anywhere. Because it is Web-based, SchoolRooms is available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week.  

“This initiative by San Diego Public Library is exciting because it represents a unique partnership with the 

schools and the community. This is an excellent example of how SirsiDynix is partnering with our clients to 

create a future in which libraries play a more strategic role in their communities – bringing knowledge in all its 

forms to real people to meet real needs.”  

For more information about SchoolRooms, please go to www.schoolrooms.net. 
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About SirsiDynix 
SirsiDynix is the global leader in strategic technology solutions for libraries – vital institutions whose primary mission is 
to make sense of the vast world of information for people and communities. This is an exciting role as libraries assist 
people in discovering and using knowledge, resources and other valuable content for their educations, jobs and 
entertainment. In concert with key industry partners, SirsiDynix supports this strategic role for libraries by offering a 
comprehensive integrated suite of technology solutions for improving the internal productivity of libraries and 
enhancing their capabilities for meeting the needs of people and communities. SirsiDynix has approximately 4,000 
library and consortia clients, serving more than 300 million people through more than 20,000 library outlets in the 
Americas, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Asia-Pacific. For more information, please see www.sirsidynix.com. 
 
About San Diego Public Library  
San Diego Public Library, which is the largest library system in the region, serves a population of more than 1.2 million 
people. Its mission is to respond to the information needs of San Diego’s diverse communities; ensure equal access to 
local, national and global resources; anticipate and address the educational, cultural, business and recreational 
interests of the public; and develop and provide welcoming environments. For more about the San Diego Public 
Library, please see www.sandiegolibrary.org. 
 
About San Diego Unified School District 
The San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) serves nearly 133,000 students, and has marked more than 150 years of 
service to San Diego's children. It is the second largest district in California, and the eighth largest urban district in the 
United States. The student population is extremely diverse, representing more than 15 ethnic groups and more than 60 
languages and dialects. For more information about the San Diego Unified School District, please see www.sandi.net. 
 
About the California State Library 
The California State Library stands as one of California's great public research institutions with a five-fold mission: serving 
the needs of elected officials and state agency employees; preserving the state's cultural heritage by collecting historic 
materials on California and the West; assisting public libraries through financial aid and consulting services; offering 
special services to disadvantaged and handicapped clients; and ensuring that the general public has convenient and 
consistent access to its resources. For more information about the California State Library, please see www.library.ca.gov. 
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